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Background 

• Due to stakeholder requests and increasing public 
interest in mid-2012, NOAA fisheries asked 
MAFAC to explore the creation of a NOAA 
Certification mark or other acknowledgement 
that could certify sustainability of domestic wild-
caught and aquaculture fishery products. 

• MAFAC conducted review and recommendation 
that is now up for public comment. Public 
comment is due by April 30, 2014 



Description 

• The MAFAC recommendation includes a B2B 
framework offering value to seafood industry 
consistent with NOAA Fisheries legal authorities 
and minimizing conflicts with existing third-party 
ecolabels 

• Initially focus on wild-caught seafood from 
Federally managed waters 

• Phase in a process derived from state-managed 
commercial fisheries (if requested) or 
aquaculture 
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Submit a Comment 

• By April 30, 2014 
• nmfspolicy@noaa.gov 

 
• Trigger Questions: 

– What parts/aspects of the recommendation do 
you agree with and support? 

– What parts/aspects of the recommendation do 
you not support? Can you recommend a different 
approach or changes that you would support? 

mailto:nmfspolicy@noaa.gov�


Considerations 

Pros 
• Higher acceptability in USA 
• No moving goal posts 
• Allows Alaska to focus on 

Alaska marketing messages 
• Cost 

Cons 
• Low acceptability on global 

front 
• Seen as self certification, not 

independent 
• eNGOs won’t accept it as they 

didn’t write it 
– These are the retailer partner 

decision makers 
• Lack of measurement 
• Budget constraints to maintain 

and to market 
• Conflicting message – federal 

fisheries certified, state not 
 


	NOAA Sustainability Certification�Overview
	Background
	Description
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Submit a Comment
	Considerations

