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Who is NFI?

Nation’s leading advocacy 
organization for the seafood 
industry.  

NFI’s members 
represent every 
industry 
segment.

fishing vessels

aquaculture

processors

importers

restaurant & retail 

NFI and members support and 
promote sound public policy 
based on science.  
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Agenda 

• Current Import Issues
• FDA FSMA 204 Traceability Rule 
• Regulatory Update
• Educational Outreach
• Upcoming NFI Staff Changes 
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Seafood Import Prohibitions under the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act Import Provisions
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
international-affairs/2025-
marine-mammal-protection-
act-comparability-finding-
determinations 
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2025 Comparability Findings
12 nations denied comparability 
findings for all of their fisheries:
Benin*, Grenada, Guinea, Haiti*, 
Iran*, Namibia, New Caledonia, 
Russia, Saint Lucia, The Gambia, 
Togo, Venezuela*

*Nations that did not submit an 
application for a comparability finding

34 nations denied comparability 
findings for a subset of their 
fisheries:
Bangladesh, Brazil, Cameroon, 
Chile, China, Colombia, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Ghana, Indonesia, 
Ireland, Kenya, Liberia, 
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Mozambique, Myanmar 
(Burma), Nigeria, Oman, Peru, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Somalia, South Korea, Sri Lanka, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Suriname, 
Taiwan, Türkiye, United Arab 
Emirates, Vietnam
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New Import Alerts 16-138  99-51
16-138 - “Detention Without Physical Examination of Seafood Products 
That Appear to Have Been Prepared, Packed or Held Under Insanitary 
Conditions”
• First published August 13
• Currently includes one firm in Greece for DWPE of salmon

99-51 - “Detention Without Physical Examination of Human Food 
Products That Appear To Have Been Prepared, Packed Or Held Under 
Insanitary Conditions Resulting in Chemical Contamination”
• First published August 14
• Currently includes two firms in Indonesia, one for DWPE of all shrimp 

products and another for DWPE of all spice products
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§342. Adulterated food

A food shall be deemed to be adulterated-
(a) Poisonous, insanitary, etc., ingredients
(1) If it bears or contains any poisonous or deleterious substance 
which may render it injurious to health; but in case the substance 
is not an added substance such food shall not be considered 
adulterated under this clause if the quantity of such substance in 
such food does not ordinarily render it injurious to health.1
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https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title21-section342&num=0&edition=prelim#342_1_target


§342. Adulterated food

A food shall be deemed to be adulterated-
(a) Poisonous, insanitary, etc., ingredients
(4) if it has been prepared, packed, or held under insanitary 
conditions whereby it may have become contaminated with filth, 
or whereby it may have been rendered injurious to health; 
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Import Alert 99-52 

• Detention Without Physical Examination of Certain Human Food 
Products From Certain Regions In Indonesia Subject To The 
Requirement of Import Certification Per Section 801(q)

• https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/CMS_IA/importalert_1188.html 
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https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/CMS_IA/importalert_1188.html
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/CMS_IA/importalert_1188.html
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Certification of Admissibility May be Needed
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Instructions for 
Certification of 

Admissibility Form

Certification of Admissibility 

https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/instructions_for_certification_of_admissibility_form_rev2.pdf
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/instructions_for_certification_of_admissibility_form_rev2.pdf
https://media.fisheries.noaa.gov/dam-migration/instructions_for_certification_of_admissibility_form_rev2.pdf
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2025-07/AdmissibilityFormOMBApprovedTo31July2028.pdf


FDA Cesium 137 Resources

• FDA fact sheet for importers and brokers
• Import Alert 99-52
• Letter Designating MFQAA Certifying Entity for Shrimp
• Appendix 1: MFQAA Procedures for Radionuclide Scanning and 

Product Testing
• Appendix 2: MFQAA Communication Protocol & Verification 

Practices for Cesium-137 (Cs-137) Detection
• Appendix 3: MFQAA Required Data Elements & Submission of 

Certificates
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FDA FSMA 204 Traceability Rule 
Margaret Malkoski
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New - Timing for Final Rule Implementation

Key Dates:
Final rule published: November 21, 
2022
Effective date: January 20, 2023
 

 New Compliance date:      
      July 20, 2028

• Final Rule: Requirements for Additional 
Traceability Records for Certain Foods 
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https://www.fda.gov/food/food-safety-modernization-act-fsma/fsma-final-rule-requirements-additional-traceability-records-certain-foods
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FDA’s New Traceability Rule – Past Time to Get 
Started

Fully understand the Rule’s 
requirements and how your 
company collects and shares 
required information 

Meet with your suppliers and 
customers.  How will they transfer 
the information to you and can 
they accept your data  
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NFI FSMA Traceability Rule Resources

Mapping Exercise Worksheets
Common Misconceptions

FSMA Traceability Rule Summary Guide
Supply Chain Partner Notification Letter
Supplier Written Agreement Letter (Kill Step)
Supplier Written Agreement Letter(Commingled) 
Traceability Plan Template 
Importer’s Checklist   NEW
Electronic Sortable Spreadsheet Template 
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FSPCA Food Traceability Rule (FTR) Training 
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• Curriculum development complete.   
• 4 FSPCA FTR Combination Courses will be completed by end of 

February 2026 to build the cadre of FTR Lead Instructors 



NFI’s FSMA 204 Requirements for Additional 
Traceability Records for Certain Foods  

Preparedness Survey
Watch for the Survey from the Future Leaders Class of 2025

11/7/2025 18



Regulatory Update
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FDA Guidance under Development 
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https://www.fda.gov/food/guidance-documents-regulatory-
information-topic-food-and-dietary-supplements/foods-
program-guidance-under-development 
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FDA Regulations under Development  
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Regulation Title Goal Date

Substances Generally Recognized as Safe PR 2025/10

Use of Salt Substitutes to Reduce the Sodium Content in 
Standardized Foods FR 2026/05

Front-of-Package Nutrition Labeling FR 2026/05
Amendment of Procedural Requirements for Food Additive 
Petitions PR

Long-Term 
2026/9

Amendment of Procedural Requirements for Color Additive 
Petitions PR

Long-Term 
2026/9

Fish and Shellfish; Canned Tuna Standard of Identity FR 2027/05

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/Forward?SearchTarget=Agenda&textfield=0910-AJ02&Image61.x=6&Image61.y=12
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI72
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI72
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI80
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https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI55
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI55
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI53
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI53
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0910-AI74


Comments to the Government
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Proposal To Revoke 23 Standards of Identity for Foods
RFI on State Laws Having Significant Adverse Effects on … Interstate Commerce
Food Traceability Rules Compliance Date Extension
U.S. Grade Standard for Frozen Breaded Shrimp (NOAA)
Regulatory Reform and Deregulation
Front-of-Package Nutrition Labeling
Labeling of Plant-Based Alternatives to Animal-Derived Foods
Unfair Trade Practices … From Non-Reciprocal Trade Arrangements
Export Lists for Human Food
Seafood Import Procedures and Certification of Admissibility
Initiation of Section 301 Investigation
Scientific Report of the 2025 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee
U.S. Grade Standard for Fish Fillet Blocks
U.S. Grade Standard for Frozen Battered or Breaded Fish 
Voluntary Sodium Reduction Goals



NOAA Seafood Inspection 
Program Update
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Changes go directly into the 
NOAA Seafood Inspection 
Manual once the comment 
period review is completed and 
the date of change is noted.  

Seafood Inspection Manual 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/seafood-commerce-trade/seafood-inspection-manual
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/document/us-department-
commerce-approved-establishments 

October 2025

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/seafood-commerce-and-trade/seafood-
inspection 

Reference
: NOAA 
Seafood 
Inspection 
Handbook 
Pages 217 
& 218 
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State Regulations 

• Date Labeling 

• Ingredient Bans 

• New Labeling Requirements 
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New California Date Labeling 

• California’s AB-660 – Effective July 1, 2026 

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/foodrecovery/fooddatelabeling/ 
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https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/is/foodrecovery/fooddatelabeling/


New Ingredient Bans – State and Federal level   
• California Food Safety Act (AB 418) -  effective Jan 1, 2027 
 Brominated vegetable oil,  Potassium bromate, 

Propylparaben, and Red Dye No. 3 
• CA public schools  - effective Jan 1, 2028
 Artificial food dyes like Red No. 3 & 40, Yellow No. 5 & 6, 
  Blue No. 1 & 2 and Green No. 3

FDA –Revoked Authorization to Use Red No. 3
(effective Jan 15, 2027) 

October 2025 29



Ingredient Ban Trend is growing ……
West Virginia – public schools 
and later state-wide 
• Red Dye #40 and #3

• Yellow Dye #5 and #6

• Blue Dye #1 and #2

• Green Dye #3

• Butylated hydroxyanisole

• Propylparaben

Utah – public schools 
• Potassium bromate
• Propylparaben
• Blue Dye 1 and 2
• Green Dye 3
• Red Dye 3 and 40
• Yellow Dye 5 and 6

October 2025 30



State: Seafood Specific Labeling Regulations 

• Washington: It is unlawful to sell fish/shellfish at retail without species identified by 
common name at point of sale. Halibut must be labeled specifically as Hippoglossus 
species en.wikipedia.org+2nationalaglawcenter.org+2seafoodsource.com+2.

• California: Passed SB 1138 requiring correct common species names, origin 
(domestic/imported), and wild vs. farm-raised labeling. Also bans using the term “organic” 
for seafood until USDA establishes standards  oceana.org+1aboutseafood.com+1.
• The CA Health & Safety Code grants the Department authority to define fish/shrimp names used, 

ensuring adherence to FDA names schatz.senate.gov+14law.justia.com+14leginfo.ca.gov+14.
• For Gulf oysters, regulations require harvest date and specific warning labels at point of sale    

law.cornell.edu.

• Catfish-specific laws (6 states): Tennessee, Louisiana, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, 
and Kansas require labeling of catfish products by origin—domestic vs imported—and 
Arkansas/others mandate “Farm-Raised,” “Ocean,” or state-specific labels 
nationalaglawcenter.org.

https://nationalaglawcenter.org/publication/view/springsteen-state-level-catfish-labeling-laws-national-aglaw-center-publications-10-2008/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://oceana.org/press-releases/california-legislature-passes-seafood-labeling-bill-bi-partisan-support/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://law.justia.com/codes/california/code-hsc/division-104/part-5/chapter-5/article-6/section-110795/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.law.cornell.edu/regulations/california/17-CCR-13675?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/publication/view/springsteen-state-level-catfish-labeling-laws-national-aglaw-center-publications-10-2008/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


State: Seafood Specific Labeling Regulations 

• Alabama 
• Act #2024-339/HB 66 (Oct 2024)

• Mandates that all seafood, 
including shrimp, in grocery 
stores and restaurants be 
labeled by domestic/imported 
status (could include COO) and 
indicate wild-caught or 
farm-raised 

• Mississippi 
• HB 602 (effective July 1, 2025)
• Requires all seafood and crawfish 

sold at grocery stores, markets, 
restaurants, or food trucks to be 
labeled as “Domestic” (U.S.) or 
“Imported.”

• Applies to wholesalers, processors, 
retailers, and foodservice 
establishments

• Seafood means: crustaceans, 
mollusks, salt-water finfish

October 2025 32



Louisiana  New! 
• Act #  - 148 Effective Jan 1, 2025 

• It is now illegal to package, advertise, or market 
crawfish, shrimp, or similar seafood using 
Louisiana-related imagery, phrases, or colors if 
the product isn’t genuinely linked to Louisiana’s 
cultural heritage and produced or landed within 
the state.

• Restaurants, markets, and grocers must clearly 
label any imported crawfish or shrimp:

• Does not apply if the item's country of origin is 
displayed on the front panel in 30-point Arial 
Black font

 https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1379419

October 2025 33

https://legis.la.gov/legis/ViewDocument.aspx?d=1379419


Other States to Watch: 

• Texas – HB 2343
• Requires imported shrimp (from 

outside US waters) sold in TX to 
carry a conspicuous 
"imported" label

• State agencies & school 
districts are prohibited from 
serving imported shrimp

• Restaurants must post or 
menu-label imported shrimp

• Currently Stalled 

• South Carolina – H. 4248 
• Introduced March 27, 2025

• Prohibits sale of shrimp or 
shrimp products without clear 
country of origin labeling, 
including menu disclosure in 
food-service establishments

• Still in committee 

October 2025 34



What’s Else is Around the Corner from FDA 
that may affect your packaging? 
• Front of Pack Nutritional Labeling Proposed Rule  

• comments due July 15, 2025   

•  Ultra Processed Foods 
• Request for Information on the criteria for developing uniform federal definition 
• Comments due date was October 23, 2025

• Generally Recognized as Safe (GRAS) – 
• Notice of Proposed rulemaking is slated for 2026 and has the potential to revise 

the GRAS Final Rule.  FDA aim is to eliminate the voluntary/self-affirmed GRAS 
pathway. 
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Seafood Related Research and Resources  
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New Microplastics & Seafood 
Examining misconceptions about 
plastic-particle exposure from ingestion 
of seafood and risk to human health

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.estlett.5c00551

/  
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https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/CU5ZCQW5DRijERxTxfyuGZ3UW
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/MUK4CM85y6t49ARiJiku8j8LQ


ICFA Seafood Nutrition Tool Kit 
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International 
Coalition of Fisheries 
Associations

Seafood-
Nutrition-Toolkit

https://fishcoalition.org/
https://fishcoalition.org/
https://fishcoalition.org/
https://fishcoalition.org/news-resources/resources/icfa-seafood-nutrition-toolkit/
https://fishcoalition.org/news-resources/resources/icfa-seafood-nutrition-toolkit/
https://fishcoalition.org/news-resources/resources/icfa-seafood-nutrition-toolkit/
https://fishcoalition.org/news-resources/resources/icfa-seafood-nutrition-toolkit/
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2026 NFI Seafood Science & Regulatory Forum

Registration  for the NFI 
Seafood Science and 

Regulatory Forum includes NFI 
Member admission into the 

NFI Technical Committee 
Meeting, Government & 
Political Update and the 

Importers Issues Update.        January 18, 2026, 
      The Diplomat Beach Resort,

3555 S Ocean Drive 
Hollywood, Florida
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Register Now

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XjG8CyPJKntVn5wiZfMtxuCP7


Upcoming NFI Staff Changes  
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NFI Staff Changes 

Lisa Weddig retiring in early 2026 Jon Woody – Chief Science Officer
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Questions? 

Margaret Malkoski 
mmalkoski@nfi.org
• 703-752-8887
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