Alaska’s Generations of Sustainability
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MAJESTIC SNOWY MOUNTAINS
FAST-RUSHING RIVERS, PRISTINE ICY WATERS

and rugged coastal shores. This is where many Alaskans go

to work every day. They also live their lives here, amid the wild,

unspoiled beauty that is Alaska. It has been this way for the
people of Alaska for hundreds, even thousands of years.
Families and whole commmunities depend on it.

- ' ] . ~ These are the people who help bring the seafood to your

e o i} .. table. Like all entrepreneurs, their success is all about
sacrifice and hard work— and hope, sometimes against
all odds. Each is a specialist, harvesting a particular variety

of fish (salmon, whitefish, crab) by a specific method

that represents the most ecologically sound sustainability
practices. And each is a jack-of-all-trades: boat mechanic,
weather observer, net mender, hands-on small business

owner. But they all believe passionately in the product they sell:

some of the finest seafood the world has to offer.







FISHING IN ALASKA—
A WAY OF LIFE FOR GENERATIONS

In Alaska, fishing is a family business, passed down from father to child, one generation to the next.

It takes a certain kind of person to make a living from the sea: rugged, independent, hardworking

and determined. And it takes a special feeling for the sea itself: not fear precisely, but respect THE TAKU RIVER

and even awe, for the living creatures that the sea supports, the fish and the bears that hunt Just a two-hour boat ride from the capital of
them, and the men and women who have fished these waters for hundreds of years. Commercial Juneau, the Taku River watershed is an
fishermen in Alaska follow a uniquely American dream of being their own boss and controlling incredsbly unspoiled place. More than 7,000

. o .
their own destiny. They take an active role in the management and preservation of Alaska’s i e e G g e e e

state of Connecticut and almost as big as
%

fisheries, knowing that the resource has a value that goes far beyond their own needs. It’'s a way Netw Jersey) it is the largest unprotected roaddless

of life that’s worth preserving, as surely as the sea must be revered and the environment must area on the west coast of North America, and

be protected. Alaskans are proud of their fishing heritage—a heritage they hope to sustain for the a model for a salmon-driven eco-system.
future of their children and for the economic stability of their communities.

THEIR COMPANY: Kirk, did you ever expect to marry the daughter What does sustainability mean to you?
of a fisherman and move to Alaska? KIRK:

What do you do in the winter?
HEATHER:

HOW THEY MET:
Advice to anyone who wants to fish for a living?
HEATHER:






COMMUNITIES OF THE SEA

More than just a way for individuals to make a living, fishing o Alaska produces more than half of the nation’s “catch
is a tradition that supports entire communities all up and of seafood,” averaging 2.4 million metric tons with an
down the coast of Alaska, communities that owe their very economic output of $5.8 billion

existence to the sea and its bounty. Living in Alaska is a special o The seafood industry is particularly important in rural
experience requiring tenacity, independence and a certain Alaska, where employment opportunities are very limited
spirit of adventure to make a life in a state with a population o The commerce associated with harvesting and processing
density of just over one person per square mile. The Alaska generates economies of scale for local utility and

commodity usage (fuel, electricity, potable water, etc.) and
for the marine transportation infrastructure associated,
with moving supplies in and finished product out

seafood industry is the single largest private-sector employer
in the state, providing jobs and income for more than 52,000

DUTCH HARBOR
The nation’s top-landing seafood port,
located within the city limits of Unalaska groundfish, crab and halibut fisheries of the Bering Sea

people. Many of them are family fishermen, often living in

° 0,
small, remote communities where fishing is virtually the only 109 of the annual quosas for Alaska Pollock,

occupation. Their livelihoods, indeed their entire way of life,

in the Aleutian Islands off mainland and Aleutian Islands are allocated to the non-profir

Alaska. The native Aleut or Unangan have depend on healthy wild fish stocks.That’s why Alaska’s CDQ (Community Development Quota) groups,

lived on Unalaska Island for thousands of fishermen have been crucial in reshaping the industry toward which fund such projects as docks, harbors and seafood
years. They developed an intricate and a goal of enlightened, science-based resource management G g

complex society long before their first and environmental stewardship that ensures long-term o 222 Alaskan communities and 886 processors directly
I i) 5 RO 20 2 i 12 sustainability for the fisheries that support them. benefit from the salmon fisheries alone

would document their existence.

Tell us about your boat. Why did you start fishing? How important is sustainable fisheries
management to you and why?

Are your children interested in fishing?

What would your advice be to someone who
wanted to fish for a living?

What's the best day you ever had fishing? Favorite way to eat Alaska seafood?






ALASKA SEAFOOD- WILD, NATURAL

& SUSTAINABLE FROM THE BEGINNING

The land that is now Alaska has been a source of unsurpassed natural bounty for
thousands of years. In a state where entire communities are defined by their relationship to

the land and the seas, roads may be few and far between but nature provides in abundance.

And Alaska’s fishermen are committed to sustaining that abundance for the future of their

families—for their children and their children’s children. That’s why protecting it has been law

since 1959. In fact, since Alaska became a state, its Constitution has mandated that
“fish...be utilized, developed and maintained on the sustained yield principle,” setting a

world standard for sustainability practices. All Alaska seafood is wild; finfish farming is actually
illegal in the state of Alaska. It's not just for the sake of the fisheries and their economic value.

To Alaskans, sustainability also means protecting the long-term health of the environment,
and ensuring the long-term promise of a way of life that has existed for generations.

THE BOAT:

CHRIS:

What is it like fishing together as a family?
CHRIS:

How and why did you start fishing?
CHRIS:

What'’s the life like?
CHRIS:

KODIAK
With an estimated population of just over 6,000,

Kodiak is the largest of seven communities on
Kodiak Island, part of an archipelago in the Gulf
of Alaska—the word kadiak means island in
native Alaskan, and it is the second largest island
in the United States. Commercial fishing and fish
processing have long been at the heart of the
Kodiak economy.
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How important is sustainable fisheries management?

CHRIS:

What three words best describe fishing in Alaska?






BRISTOL BAY

The easternmost arm of the Bering Sea,

and the terminus of a number of major
rivers. Upper reaches of Bristol Bay
experience some of the highest tides in the
world. This, coupled with the extreme
number of shoals, sandbars and shallows,

makes navigation challenging.

How did you get started fishing?

Who do you fish with?

WORLD CLASS SEAFOOD
ONE MENU AT A TIME

When you care about what you do—and care about the impact it has on your family and your
community —that impacts the quality, and how much other people benefit. That’s true for fishermen
and it’s true for chefs, and it’s also true with Alaska seafood. Taken wild from some of the most
pristine waters on the planet, Alaska salmon, whitefish varieties and shellfish offer incomparable
quality, flavor and texture. Many Alaskans fish as much for their own eating pleasure as they do for
income, and enjoy their catch year-round in peak condition, fresh or frozen. Increasingly, today’s
consumers also want to know where their food comes from, and they want to buy from and support
small, hardworking, independent communities. They also care about the impact their lives have on
the planet. Menuing a product like wild seafood from Alaska has other benefits besides quality
and sustainability.

¢ |t's a statement of commitment to an important philosophy

¢ Alaska seafood enjoys a premium image among American diners

® There is a meaningful story to tell about where Alaska seafood comes from

What do you like best about fishing?

What'’s your advice for someone who wants to
fish commercially?

What'’s the sustainability situation in Bristol Bay?
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!L-'-'-"""'"‘J - e seafood is about more than just fish. It's about supporting sustainable
‘: e communities committed to ensuring that there will always be fishing
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. of delicious wild Alaska seafood to enjoy. H
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