





ARE ALASKA’S MPASs

USEFUL AND SUCCESSFUL?

MPAs have a long history of effective use

in Alaska fisheries management.

Sustainable production has been maintained
in the groundfish fisheries, and conservation and
allocation issues involving bycatch of vulnerable
species has been addressed. Also, in many cases,
MPAs have shown benefits to the conservation
of habitat and biodiversity.

The U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy considers
fisheries management in the North Pacific region
to be a model for other U.S. waters. Strict catch
quotas for all managed
target and non-target
species, coupled with
an effective monitoring
program, form the
foundation of the fishery
management program
of NPFMC and NMFS.

Other management
measures, including

MPAs, effort limitation, rights-based programs,
community development programs, and protected
resources considerations combine to provide a
comprehensive fisheries conservation and
management program.

Finally, it must be pointed out that the
establishment and maintenance of these Alaska
MPAs has generally enjoyed the support of the
stakeholders in the fisheries, most especially the

commercial fishing
industry. In other words,
the government and
the industry share the
common goal of precau-
tionary, sustainable, eco-
system-based fisheries
management, and they
both recognize the vital
role played by MPAs.



MPA REFERENCE INFORMATION

e The complete reference work by Witherell and Woodby
(from which material for this brochure was excerpted)
is available for free download at:
http://spo.nmfs.noaa.gov/mfr671/mfr6711.pdf
This is a comprehensive list and discussion of the application of
MPAs for sustainable production and marine biodiversity off Alaska.

e An excellent source of information on MPAs is: www.mpa.gov

e Other information is available at the website of the North Pacific
Fisheries Management Council and NOAA:
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/habitat/default.htm
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/protectedresources/default.htm
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/current_issues/efh/efh.htm
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/current_issues/HAPC/HAPC.htm
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/current_issues/BSHC/BSHC.htm

e For information regarding MPAs in State waters and the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game’s Programs:
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/news/99-02/7-24-02.php
http://www.adfg.state.ak.us/special/mpa/mpa_home.php
http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/fishinfo/news/mprot.php
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