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Net gains: dwarfed by the chill grandeur

of Taku inlet, commercial fishermen,

inured to the harsh elements, routinely

brave Alaska's pristine icy waters in

search of salmon. Photo by Mark Kelley/

AlaskaStock.com.

The story of AlaskaÕs fisheries Ñ from trawlers prowling the open ocean,

to small boats, to processors, to shippers, and finally to markets, restau-

rants, and dinner plates Ñweaves together elements as mundane as

licensing fees and as weighty as sustainable food sources. On a trip to

Alaska sponsored by the Alaskan Seafood Marketing Institute (ASMI),

a group of us soared over the lacework of islands that make up south-

eastern Alaska, landed in a helicopter on a glacier, and watched hump-

back whales breach the pale jade waters of Glacier Bay. We also ate a lot




